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By Barbara S. Taylor

Col. Larry Lang conducting The US Air 
Force Band at the Air Force Memorial 
on Aug. 24, 2012.

Col. Larry H. Lang is the commander 
and conductor of The United States 
Air Force Band,  located in historic 

Hangar II at Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 
in Washington, D.C. Recently, I sat down 
with Lang to discuss the band’s 2014 
Summer Concert Series performances 
at the Air Force Memorial in Arlington, 
Va., and to learn a little about his music 
and Air Force background.

summer. We’ll also have a spectacular 
Fourth of July celebration here at the Air 
Force Memorial. Then, it’s the 200th an-
niversary of “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
in September. We will be hinting at that 
throughout the summer, and then we will 
have a big celebration toward the end of 
the summer as part of that series. We will 
also be performing at the [Smithsonian 
National Museum of American History 
in Washington, D.C.,] where the fl ag 
exhibit is actually located. We will be 
doing concerts there on Sept. 13 and 14, I 
believe. There are also foreign dignitaries 
coming to see the Chief of Staff of the 
Air Force over the summer from different 
countries. We will try to tie some country 
themes into the concerts as we go through 
the summer and hope to have some of 
the dignitaries join us at our Air Force 
Memorial concerts.

What do you hope that audiences will 
get out of the Summer Series?

For me, it’s always about representing 
our airmen and demonstrating Air Force 
excellence ... and we take that very seri-
ously. As our audience members leave our 
concerts, we want them to feel proud to be 
an American and proud of their Air Force.  

What does the Air Force Memorial 
mean to you personally? 

It’s a number of things, I think. I’ve 
heard the spires referred to as the Miss-
ing Man formation and I can see that. 
I think about the very reason that it is 
there: to honor fallen Air Force heroes. I 
also see the strength of the structure. The 

When did the band begin its Sum-
mer Series at the Air Force Memorial?

The band played for the opening dedi-
cation ceremony on Oct. 14, 2006, with 
President George W. Bush, and a few 
weeks later, the Airmen of Note did a 
“Pinks and Greens” concert to celebrate 
the heritage of the Air Force. The follow-
ing summer we started the series.

What might fans of the band expect to 
hear in the 2014 series at the memorial?

It happens to be the 70th anniversary 
of D-Day in June. We will commemorate 
that in several performances early in the 
summer and will continue to honor all of 
our veterans in programs throughout the 
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Col. Larry H. Lang
SPOTLIGHT ON: 
Air Force Memorial 

Col. Larry Lang is the commander and 
conductor of The US Air Force Band, lo-
cated in historic Hangar II at JB Anacos-
tia-Bolling, D.C. 
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steel, for me, represents the strength of 
our airmen and the great work that they 
are doing all over the globe. Then, I see 
the beauty of it ... sitting up there on the 
hill by Arlington National Cemetery and 
above all the Washington monuments.  
And our concert series recognizes all of 
those aspects.

Does the band have any future plans 
that you’d like to share with our read-
ers?

We are very excited about our broad-
casting and recording mission. As budgets 
shrink, we are now traveling a little bit 
less, so we are trying to be very consci-
entious about using the money we have 
wisely. Recording gives us the ability to 
reach people around the world very cost-
effectively. We are fortunate to have a very 
good recording studio here in Hangar II. ...  
We’ve been doing a lot of recording, along 
with streaming rehearsals and concerts 
live on the Internet. We also host Honor 
Flights just as you do at the memorial. 
We love having those heroes here for a 
concert, which we stream to their loved 
ones at home.

Besides the Air Force Memorial, 
where can people catch an Air Force 
Band concert during the summer.

We will be performing at the [Smith-
sonian National] Air and Space Museum, 
on the steps of the US Capitol, and other 
D.C.-area locations. We are also looking at 
developing a schedule with the American 
History Museum in its Warner Brothers 
Theater.

Tell me a little bit about your edu-
cational background and what instru-
ments you play.

I am from El Paso, Texas. I went to 
New Mexico State University [in Las 
Cruces] for two bachelor’s degrees: one 
in performance on trombone and one in 
music education. Then I went to graduate 
school at the University of New Hampshire 
[in Durham], clear across the country!

What made you decide to go so 
far away? 

A couple reasons: I was excited about 
adventuring away from home and doing 
something new, and I wanted to go to an 
outstanding graduate school with a superb 
band program and one small enough 
where I wasn’t just another grad student 
at a big school. At the University of New 
Hampshire, I was in charge of the march-
ing band, symphonic band, and the second 
jazz band. I also taught courses on music 

sang. I had long hair and played in clubs 
every weekend. At the same time, I played 
often in the El Paso Symphony Orchestra, 
and for touring shows that came through 
town. I just love every kind of music if it’s 
quality music. And our audiences get to 
hear and experience a great depth of music 
and excellence through various selections. 
We play something that pleases everybody 
on the program. I love that about the job!

theory, all as a graduate student. When I 
fi nished my master’s, I was fortunate that 
they liked my work enough to hire me 
on to the faculty. I was there for another 
year beyond my master’s and then I went 
to McNeese State University in [Lake 
Charles, La.], to become its assistant 
director of bands. I was there seven years. 
It was a great experience and a very good 
band program.

The Air Force Band will perform every Friday evening at 8 p.m. during the 
2014 Summer Concert Series, from May 30 to Aug. 29. The band will cel-
ebrate our Air Force birthday with a concert on Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. For more 
details, visit the Air Force Memorial website at www.airforcememorial.org.
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“As our audience members leave our 
concerts, we want them to feel proud to be 
an American and proud of their Air Force.”

You and I met at a conducting 
clinic at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder back in 1987.  I want to take 
full credit for you coming into the Air 
Force, but I won’t. What, other than 
my pestering you, appealed to you 
about joining the Air Force?

To be honest, it was you, because you 
kept sending me Air Force Band record-
ings and calling me and exposing me to 
the quality of the program. I was very 
attracted to the high caliber of the players, 
the quality of the Air Force Band program, 
and the opportunity to work with outstand-
ing professionals. I was at a place in my 
teaching career where I just had to get a 
doctorate if I was going to progress or do 
something else. And so, I got a doctoral 
fellowship at Florida State [University in 
Tallahassee] and was ready to do that, but 
then the opportunity to audition for the 
Air Force Band program came up right 
at the same time. I was in a pool of 64 
applicants that year. Of the 64, eight were 
invited to D.C. for the audition, and I was 
the only one accepted that year. It was a 
really blessed year for me.

What music is on your iPod?  
Everything! That’s what’s neat, I think, 

about this job. I like and get to conduct 
and perform every kind of music, and I’ve 
always been like that. In high school, I had 
my own rock band and we played music 
from Chicago and Blood, Sweat & Tears. 
I played the bass guitar and trombone and 

What is the greatest part of having 
your job?

Several things: one, bringing joy and 
making a difference in people’s lives 
through music. Two, honoring our veter-
ans and seeing and hearing their stories 
of service. Veterans always stand proudly 
at our concerts when their service song 
or their favorite patriotic selections are 
played, sometimes with tears streaming 
down their faces. I remember after 9/11 
or after any national tragedy when we 
were on the road, people bringing pic-
tures of their loved ones to the concert 
and holding them up during patriotic 
selections; and veterans coming up after 
the concert to tell me about their service 
or their loved one’s service. That’s just 
very touching. It gives us a lot of pride 
and honor to know that we are able to do 
that for somebody and share that special 
moment with them through music. And 
fi nally, I’m honored to tell the Air Force 
story in a very powerful way that only 
music and words together can do.

Last thoughts?
I love the relationship we have with 

the memorial and appreciate what you 
are doing, and how you are opening 
up our Air Force stories to the public. 
I think that is very important. We are 
glad to be part of the series and  your 
mission here.  �

Barbara S. Taylor is the director of 
the Air Force Memorial.
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